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SGWA 2010 Activities Calendar

DATE

ACTIVITY

COMMENTS

March 31 (Wed.)

Banff Mountain Film Festival-Redlands HS Clock Theater

Ted Schofield

April 10 (Sat.)

Interpretive Training for Trainer

Jarome Wilson

April 10 (Sat.)

CPR First Aid (SBNF Office; Time TBD)

Pam McKeown,

Allan Chang
May 2 (Sat.) Initial Maintenance/Setup/Turn On Water at Barton Flats Dee McCoy, Val Silva
10:00 am
May 2 (Sat.) Survey for Whispering Pines/Ponderosa Trail Maintenance | Mary Hart, Val Silva
May 8 (Sat.) Whispering Pines/Ponderosa Trail Maintenance and Barton | Mary Hart
9:00 am Flats Cleanup
May 8 (Sat.) Tulake Opening Work Party Val Silva,

Mickey Kacherwski
May 8 (Sat.) Additional Cleanup/Setup of Barton Flats Station Dee McCoy
May 15 (Sat.) Volunteer Training, Tulake—Veterans and New Volunteers | Staff
09:00 am -5:00 pm | Trail Maintenance Training Val Silva
May 22 (Sat.) First Trail Patrols of Season Teddi Boston
May 29 (Memorial | Open Barton Flats to Public Dee McCoy
Day Weekend)
May 29 (Sat.) Potluck - Tulake Val Silva
May 29 (Sat.) First Greyback Evening Programs Jarome Wilson
June 5 (Sat.) National Trails Day Teddi Boston
July 3 (Sat.) Birthday Bash at Tulake Val Silva
Aug 14 (Sat.) Forest Festival at Barton Flats Karen Saftle
Sept. 11 (Sat.) Children’s Fishing Festival at Jenks Lake Teddi Boston
Sept. 30th Radical Reels Presentation Ted Schofield
Oct.2&3 Last Forest Patrols of Season Teddi Boston
(Sat./Sun.)
Oct.9& 10 Last Weekend Barton Flats Open to Public Dee McCoy
(Sat./Sun.) Begin Winter Prep of Barton Flats and Tulake Dee McCoy, Val Silva

Oct. 16 (Sat.)

Volunteer Recognition Luncheon

Val Silva, Dee McCoy,
Teddi /Boston

Oct. 17 (Sun.)

Close Tulake/Barton Flats

Dee McCoy, Val Silva
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Special Words From Val Silva-
Executive Director of SGWA

Each year we find new and exciting things we can offer
to support the San Gorgonio Wilderness. We are grow-
ing as an organization and continue to find different op-
portunities for people who volunteer to exhibit their per-
sonal interests. It has been fun seeing the different
things people like to do and putting their ideas and inter-
est to work. Through the efforts of these people, we
continue to increase the general public’s knowledge and
appreciation for the forest, thereby protecting the wil-
derness for years to come.

Several years ago Jarome Wilson started creating the
Interpretive programs we provide at the Greyback Am-
phitheater. Jarome hosts 20 different programs, pre-
sented by many volunteers like Ardis Beckner and
Karen Saffle on such interesting subjects as lightning,
rattlesnakes, horse packing, and history of the Heart Bar
area.

We have two individuals, Pam McKeown and Allan
Chang, who have taken extensive training so they can
provide CPR and first aid training for our volunteers.
They not only provide the basic training we have all
taken for many years, but have completed advanced
courses to provide wilderness first aid to people who are
interested.

Richard Hockensmith found he has a talent for grant
writing and through his efforts we have received grants
for computer equipment, camping equipment, and train-
ing support from companies like REI and the Tides Foun-
dation. Bob Hazelton and 11 other volunteers took the
Leave No Trace training program last year put on by the
Forest Service. Last summer he went into campsites in
the wilderness and gave Leave No Trace training to
scout groups. He really developed a passion for the pro-
gram and will be taking a Master training class so he can
train trainers.

Another person who has found a talent | don't believe he
knew he had is Ted Schofield. Ted has developed our
relationship with EarthShare. He is a board member with
EarthShare and through his efforts we are recognized as
one of their top performers for fundraising hours, even

though we are one of the smallest environmental non
profits in EarthShare. Ted is also responsible for promot-
ing the Banff Film Festival. He personally sells over $1000
worth of tickets and thinks of other ways for us to create
income from the Banff Film Festival. His newest fund-
raising promotion is Radical Reels, also put on by the
Banff group. It will be held September 30 and you'll be
hearing more information about this soon. Until Ted got
involved, | really never liked fundraising - gosh, I love
doing the EarthShare presentation (not) but the Banff
Film Festival is really fun. Many volunteers participated
and | didnt hear one of them complaining about not get-
ting to bed until midnight—the adrenaline rush from the
movies kept them awake.

The Forest Service continues to financially support
SGWA. The monies they provide pay for the administra-
tive and general support the organization needs. The
grants, donations, and monies we receive from fundrais-
ing enable the organization to pay for some nice extras
such as volunteer first aid training, t-shirts, Food, radios,
cross cut saws, Food, and camping equipment.

There are many others who are doing many other out-
standing jobs in our organization. These are just a few
examples of those who found what they want to do and
have dedicated the extra time to dig in and make a big
difference. These folks also continue to do the volunteer
work they like so well — trail work and patrolling—they
just found an extra passion to give us.
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Natlonal Wilderness Stewarcship Alliance

By Ted Schofield

There are 440 designated wilderness areas within the
National Forest System and other wilderness areas are
managed by the Bureau of Land Management or other
government agencies. Less than one wilderness area
in five has a volunteer group associated with it. To in-
crease the number and effectiveness of volunteer
groups dedicated to preserving and protecting wilder-
ness areas, a meeting was called in Fort Collins, Colo-
rado the weekend of March 5 to 7, 2010. Representa-
tives of 16 wilderness volunteer groups came together
with 6 nongovernmental organizations and Forest Ser-
vice representatives to explore the formation of a wil-
derness alliance. The goal was to create an allied con-
stituency for wilderness: to connect groups with each
other; link efforts and experiences; connect groups to
resources; and foster new groups.

Four members of SGWA attended this meeting, Presi-
dent Jarome Wilson, Kristen Wilson, then Vice Presi-
dent Jeremy Liu, and Board Member Ted Schofield.
The San Gorgonio Wilderness Association has been
incorporated as a nonprofit organization dedicated to
preserving wilderness since 1990, making it one of the
oldest volunteer groups at the meeting.

The discussions were lively and at times contentious
but everyone kept their focus on the goal of creating a
national organization dedicated to the stewardship of
wilderness areas. Over the weekend, the group de-
cided it was possible to form a national nongovernmen-
tal organization to foster the creation of new volunteer
groups and to strengthen the groups that already exist.

The attendees selected the NATIONAL WILDERNESS
STEWARDSHIP ALLIANCE as a working name for the
new organization and established several committees
to guide the development of an organization that will
hopefully grow into a natlonW|de 501(0)3 nonproﬁt dedi-
cated to wilderness 4

stewardship within one

year.

The main goals of the
new organization will be:

Share knowledge, experience, and expertise
among local regional and national organizations.

Assist groups in obtaining financial support.
Sponsor gatherings of volunteer groups.

Provide new groups with start up models, help
them anticipate difficulties in the formation of new
groups, and connect them with successful organi-
zations.

Train trainers to help new groups develop and
thrive and match local circumstances and needs to
their skills and mission.

Help foster a culture within government agencies
that values wilderness volunteer organizations and
the means to effectively support their functioning.

In brainstorming sessions, many original and creative
concepts where proposed such as a registry of volun-
teer skills, exchange programs, visiting volunteer pro-
grams, fundraising on a national level, economies of
scale to reduce group expenses. It is possible such
programs will develop in the future but the immediate
task is the formation of the organization.

The Forest Service representative expressed the ser-
vice's support for the formation of a national volunteer
alliance. They also indicated their desire for a partner-
ship with the volunteers to promote a situation where
Forest Service management and employees accept the
volunteer organizations and individual volunteers as
equals, and where volunteers are trained to the same
standards nationwide. The SGWA representatives
raised several examples of how this partnership al-
ready exists in the San Bernardino Forest. The Forest
Service representatives were clearly impressed with
the professionalism of the
SGWA volunteers and their
working relationship with the
forest managers.

fardship Alliance Meeting
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SGWVWA WNns Avward
Dy Tedudl Bostoin

Our very own SGWA volunteer, Ann Robinson,  northern slopes, and rugged terrain. During 2009, the

el | e e e e e St e i Association donated 14,500 volunteer hours to protect
PP and clean the wilderness, to improve facilities and trails,

Edison’s "Celebrating Environmental Heroes" and help a hundred thousand visitors better understand
award program. The application was completed and enjoy this natural treasure.

and submitted in March and award were pre-

sented in May. Val Silva and Teddi Boston ac-  Now keep your fingers crossed that SGWA meets
cepted the award for SGWA. Hereiswhatwas  the criteria for the Governor's and First Lady's
said at the ceremony: Medal for Service Award. For this award, SGWA

75 miles east of Los Angeles 120 active volunteers applied under “California's Small Business Volun-
work with the U.S. Forest Service to protect the San teer Program of the Year.”

Gorgonio Wildernesso 59, 0

ows, streams, 100+ miles of trail, densely forested

Banff Film Festival a Hit!
By Teddi Boston

The Banff Film Festival was, once again, very successful. People from the
mountain communities - such as Running Springs - couldn't make it as the
weather up there was formidable that night with dense fog mixed in with the
snowy conditions. Ted Schofield - the leader of this endeavor - did a fantastic
job of organizing. Bob Hazelton stepped in at the last moment to take Jarome
Wilson's place as MC and did a marvelous job. How about a great big ‘kudos’
to all the volunteers who were there to work and make the event such a big
success.

Speaking of Banff, SGWA is going to host another Banff spectacular festival,
Radical Reels, on September 30th at the Glenn Wallichs Theater, University of
Redlands. You will be reading a lot more about soon.



http://www.sgwa.org/trails2.htm
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Volunteer Ranger Biography

By Pamela McKeown

Our featured Volunteer for the Month is Dee McCoy and her husband
Dave. Dee joined SGWA during training day in 2003 and became ac-
tive as Coordinator of the Interpretive Sites. She became more ac-
tive with the program and is presently on the Executive Board and
holds the office of Secretary.

When asked what Dee likes best about the organization, she states,
“I would have to say the people: fellow volunteers and the forest visi-
tors (although wearing a uniform ranks right up there).”

Dee said, “ Both Dave and | like to go out at night with our telescopes
(we have 7 of them). We are also weekend prospectors. We have a
dry washer, a sluice, and a couple of metal

detectors. Other than that, | like to spend

time with my 6 grandkids (but not all at

once!).”

Dee’s and Dave’s most memorable mo- , e |
ments with SGWA are the good times atthe |
campfire programs where they share their .
love of the stars and planets through their

program. Dee said, “It is such a great mo-

ment when you’ve got someone looking at {
the moon through a telescope for the first :
time-their reaction is worth all the anxiety |

get before presenting a program.”

We commend both Dee and Dave for their dedication to the SGWA
organization as committed volunteers. Here’s to many more years of
stargazing and educating the “forest public”.
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Disneyland Volunteer Day Was Fun for SGWA Leaders Too!

SGWA had 16 volunteers present
for the CPR and First Aid class on
April 10, 2010, at the Forest Ser-
vice headquarters and another 16
certified on August 28th at Tulake,
There were 50 volunteers re-
certified at the May 15th training
day also. There were six new
SGWA volunteers present at the
CPR training in April.

We are proud to provide training
for our volunteers through our own

CPR and First Aid Training

A L R i
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in-house instructors who are certified
by both American Red Cross and
American Heart Association.

There are still some new volunteers
who haven’t made it to a CPR/FA train-
ing. Please contact Pam Mckeown or
Allan Chang for information about fu-
ture classes. We will organize another
class when we get at least 10 people
to attend.




Page 8

"TSGWA 2010 Annual Training Day

May 15, 2010, was another successful annual SGWA Training! We welcomed
many new and returning volunteers. We updated skills and learned new ones.
We had a variety of special topics. We used the time to train new volunteers in
policy and procedures of the organization and we had uniforms for purchase.

The CPR/First Aid station was a hit as we recertified over 50 volunteers. There
was plenty of “hands-on” practice.

The annual training is a good time to network with your fellow volunteers. We
each have our special interests. Many of us volunteer time on wilderness patrol,
equestrian patrol, trail maintenance, manning the visitor centers and interpretive
sites, or providing campfire programs. Seldom do we all get together to share
our experiences and knowledge. We look forward to seeing everyone at training
day each year. We are on the way to making 2010 another year to remember
and we are having an even greater impact on educating the public on protecting
our beautiful wilderness and serving the public! Thank you for all you do for the
forest visitors and the San Gorgonio Wilderness!!
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A Very Successful Trail Maintenance Day!



Join the SGWA Volunteers at the presentation of

Radical Reels, September 30th, 2010, 7:00 p.m.
at Glenn Wallichs Theater,

500 Block N, University St., Redlands,.

Thanks to Bob Hazelton for developing
and organizing our Flickr Site and for being
our very own SGWA

Photographer.

Teddi Boston and Alan Chang




Horse Tails
o pudrey Scranton, SGWA Volunte&

It was in the
early 90's when
I was a Wilder-
ness Ranger
working for the
Forest Service,
that one day
my boss (Bob
Shuker) got a
report of a mule
carcass on the

switchbacks be-

low Mineshaft Saddle. There were report
about a bear hanging around the remains, and

Bob wanted me to go down there to see if there

was an issue with hikers being able to navigate

the trail safely without being accosted by bears
feeding on the dead mule.

The recon crew consisted of Ross Stark(riding

Hog), Val Silva (riding T ), and myself (riding

Bits). It was a really pretty day, however, the

summer storm clouds were building so we all

packed out rain gear and got out of Tulake fast
that morning. We made good time getting to

Mineshaft Saddle and headed down the

switchbacks all the way to the bottom and didn't

see any sign of the mule. The clouds were get-
ting really thick above us and we wanted to get

our mission accomplished and get back down to
lower ground. We headed back up the
switchbacks when we suddenly came upon the
remains. The carcass was above us, and barely
visible next to the trail. There wasn't enough
left of the old mule to attract bears anymore so
we left it alone and proceeded to make our way
out of the area, as it was starting to rain. Very
quickly came lightning with numerous down
strikes. Once we got to Mineshaft Saddle, we
had to dismount, tie the horses away from us,
and seek shelter in what sparse vegetation was
near us--which was mostly large pines. We re-
membered out training
don't shelter in rock outcroppings, near large
trees, or on exposed
where we were! The lightning and rain were so
heavy that we couldn't leave the area safely.

We were forced to wait it out for about an hour.
Once the storm let up a bit, we left the area and
wasted no time getting back to Tulake. We
were all soaking wet, however, no worse for the
wear.

We were lucky that day, and made it back with
a good story to tell for many years to come and
a have a vivid memory of why we don't want to
do that again!

ridge
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A Tribute to Joe McGr eg?*

It is exciting to see our organization
grow and thrive. | love to meet the new
people and create friendships with the
many that stay with the group. We are a
close family and it hurts when one of our
own passes away.

Joe McGregor passed away in April this
past Spring. Joe was loved by many of
us. This year was to be his 20th year
with SGWA! | remember when he
joined. He and his wife Cindy came
walking up to the training. He was so
handsome in his cowboy hat and that sil-
ver hair. He reminded me of the Marl-
boro Man, a very handsome cowboy. Joe
had just retired and was looking for
something to do in his retirement. For
the next 19 years he was a volunteer do-
ing what he loved best, riding his horse
and clearing trail.

by Val Silva

Over the years Joe and Cindy and
Danny and | became good friends.
Together we traveled to the Sierras
and rode many miles of trails in

the San Gorgonio Wilderness. Joe
loved working and riding in the for-
est. He cut trees, cleared many
rocks, and worked with Alfredo doing
maintenance work. When there was
a project to be done, Joe was there.

Whenever he talked to people, he
told them about the San Gorgonio
Wilderness and the volunteer work

he | oved doing. At
ing, Joe and Cindy were presented
the Presidentods |

contributing over 4000 hours of vol-
unteer time.

Cindy continues to volunteer riding
her horse, checking permits, and
helping out at the visitor center and
Tulake.

We'll all miss our friend and fellow
volunteer, Joe Mc Gregor. I'm

sure he is riding his horse up there
watching us all work and wishing he
could help out.

We miss you Big Cindy (:
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San Gorgonio Wilderness Association
Office: Phonef909-382-2906,
34701 Mill Creek Road, Mentone, CA 92359

WWW.SGWA.org
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